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founder, in the qualifications of its earliest apostles,
the system of its political administration, the con-
dition of rival creeds, and the circumstances of
surrounding nations: and if it be a rule of phi-
losophy to content ourselves with sufficient causes
for any effect, and to abstain from introducing hy-
pothetical ones, we will be dispensed in this case
from admitting the argument of religious com-
pulsion, which would not only be superfluous as an
hypothetical cause, but destructive of the practical
ones which account for the result.

At the time that the Mussulmans crossed Arabia
Petroea, and showed themselves in Syria, the two
great empires of the East, the Greek and the
Persian, and the two religions which prevailed in
these states, were alike corrupt and tottering, op-
pressive to the nations by hopeless burdens and
intolerable observances; revolt and schism were the
common characters of both, and the appearance on
their respective thrones of princes of extraordinary
spirit and capacity had only the effect of adding
hatred, invasion and war, to the sum of the cala-
mities of each, severally incapable of reconstruction.
The Christians in their internal schisms sought
support from the Parsee Monarch, and on the meta-
physical points of Unitarianism and Dualism, as
bearing on the nature of Christ. The warlike in-